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an initial advantage in his warfare with the Moslems, for it
lay on the sea-route from Northern Europe to the Mediter-
ranean. Commercially this was of considerable value to it,
but what mattered most at the time was that it was by
this route that fleets of crusaders from England, Flanders,
and Scandinavia passed on their way to the Holy Land, and
that they were often willing to expend their crusading zeal
against the Moslems who were attacking or being attacked
by Portugal. The first and most famous instance of this
occurred in 1147, when a fleet of English accompanied by
Flemish and German crusaders, on the way to Palestine to
participate in the Second Crusade, put in at Oporto. Afonso
was engaged in a successful campaign which had brought
his arms beyond the Tagus, but to achieve the final triumph
of the capture of Lisbon a fleet was necessary. Here was
one ready to hand, and for the crusaders there was the obvious
duty of fighting Moslems and the prospect of bo9ty as well.
So came about the capture of Lisbon, and the definitive
occupation by the Portuguese of the territory from theMondego
to the Tagus. Most of the English continued on their journey
or returned home, but some of the crusaders stayed as settlers
of the newly-conquered lands. The chief part in its colon-
isation, however, was taken by monastic corporations (especi-
ally by the monastery of Alcobaga founded for the purpose
in the district), which with the aid of settlers from the north
built towns and villages and put the land into cultivation.
Sancho I " After his defeat by the king of Leon at Badajoz in 1169,
and the Afonso's activity diminished. He associated his son Sancho
os ems ^.^ jjjjjjggjf jn the government and made a truce for ten
years with the Moslems. However, Sancho had not the
same reasons as his father for remaining quiescent, and in
1178 he made a daring raid into Andalusia which reached to
the suburbs of Seville. This bold stroke nearly brought
disaster. For the Almohad Emperor of Morocco, Yusuf,
after the failure of a preliminary attempt by sea, prepared
a great military expedition for the recovery of Lisbon and
the invasion of Portugal. In 1184 Afonso was in great straits,
from which he was only rescued by the timely intervention
of the king of Leon and the archbishop of Compostela ; finally
Yusuf's death brought the invasion to an end. Afonso I
died in 1185, and Sancho I's early years were mainly spent

